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Covietization | R
4, "The people of Varsaw complain bitbterly against the Soviedi-etioxn whiuh infiltrates by
211 possible channels. The symbol of this Sovigtizution 4s the Ralase of Culture. | B
| One of the problems which is seriously discussed 50X1-HUM

in varsaw 15 what should be done with this building in the futwre, Warsew is not

large anougn for such a colossal nile end 1t world perhaps be a pity to destroy it,

as the Orthodox Church (SOBOR) in stc: Square was degtroyed. It is thought that maybe

all governmental departuents and affices could be lodged there. At any rate, Polish !

architects cre already deliberating how to reconstruct the building so as to deprive it -
of its Soviet character. | ' '

5. "In architecture, the process of Sovietizaetlon is marked. It is now obvious to all that
the regime wants to rebuild ancient Yersew with utmost care, In this sphere the architects
are left in absolute freedom. It can safely be said that the results are excellent. . The
vld Town, Cuthedral, the 'FOD BLACHA' Falace, the Polish Bank, St. Alexander's Church!
and other such bulldings are bcuut;fully reouilt., On the other hand, the regime wonts to
destroy everything which arose between ancient Varcew and the new, Communist Warsaw.  All
traces of 20 years of independenceland of the bourgeois jarsaw of the beginning of the
20th century are therefore to disappesr from the city, The new Warsaw is to be builtion
the Soviet pattern. The best example of this new Warsaw is the MDM district--grandiose,
disproportionate, totalitarien. The purpose of the statues and sculptured ornaments | .
on the buildings 1s to impose, mh# gelleries along the houses make the broad strect even
broader. Other central districts Pf the city are also to be reconstructed on the same
monumentai linesc. But architects nlready point to & serious construction fault 1. the
1iM. From the sidewalk one ascendp to the gallery by five steps. 'With cthe winter ‘
snowstorms and frozen sidewalks 1nrwarsuw, and, of course, with the muddle in the |
Municipal services, the snovw will certainly never be swept away and people will brenk
their legs on the slippery ateps k
6. ™ursav 1s a city of state eaployees. There iz no more 'vrivate 1n1t1nt1ve, save T
in the market nlace oppos.te the P?lytechnic and o few small shops in back straets. But
the whole population of Foland ic now ivided into threc classes: peasants, workers and
state employees. In . uarsuaw everybpdy is a astate employee. Bureaucracy suffocates :
everything end everybody. Innumeratle heaps of dogumentc of all description are needed ‘
to settle the zimplest human problpm. A medicul treatment 1s & sinister experience, |
It consists of interminable waiting in queues. There is & saying in “arsaw that in
order to obtain medicel treatment in Pecple’s Poland, one has to have an iron health.
This burcaucracy is another sign of Sovietization,
T+ "The maln instruments of cultural I|eovictizut‘.on are tne theutres, einemas, and booke. ! 50x1 -HUM
deterioration in the sm.ndards|of the actors, decorators and producers. In Teair:
Polski - once the veprcuentative stage of ursaw-~-the ncting and decor were on the level
of amoteur theatricals: only the actresses Cwiklinska and Romanowna vere goxd. The !
pluay was o new piece by Hiorsztyn, called 'Polacy l!llie Gesi?, o-viously written on the
'*suecinl oraer! (" Zamowienin polﬂc7nego'). There is o flood of cheap Toviet literature.
To prove that the “oviet uuthoriti s assign to ‘joviet books pure;/ political funectl ond, it
is enough to suay that Soviet soldiers and officials pocted in Polznd buy these books, |
especially the ones on seilentific and technicul subjects, and oend them: buck to the UG“R,
‘ wuere their femilics re-sell them at o greet profit. This prectice ic well-known. »oviet
books are sent to volaund ot Ydumping prices® to serve the task of Covietiz-.tion.
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Cemmunication E
"Sons ruction of the Warsaw subJay meets with enormcus difficulties. The capital is !
built partly onf the former msarshes arnd sandy shores cf ’;@ Vistula. At a certain depth r’
hb rsay with many underground s<trcams.

| ko 50X1-HUM P,
earth deep down|is sta sof’ eal witn these fisultie. ic beyond Poland's 1
present technical resources. NoO ults should therefore be expeected uvcinre five years
at the earliesth Work om “re undebground was considerably reduced in early summer 1953,

and a large numper o workers were directed tc cther building sites-~scme to the recon-
struction of wgz“saw' s 0ld Town and many to the Nows Huta combinate.

Consumer Goods and Prices
The people of Wg.rse.w are better drcased than in 1949, but the qualily of domestic
materials is alyays low, The percentage of faults in production remains at a high level.

Papet

There are many ;‘aulty goods on the market, especially clothing articles and footwear,

|
"In comparison with 19435, focd prifes have risern. they _
averaged the foliowing level: X 50X1-HUM

| e
Meat: 1 kg pork - 30 zi

" bezf - from 2 vys
* venl - about ‘Zlotys
1 kg vheat fiour - 6 zlotys (this flour is of particularly bad quality. It does

not rise.| As a result all sorts of breads and pastries ia Poland are still uns2tiis-
ractory---gl'amp}', sticky, heavy = in contrast to tre stan rds of bakery products
vefore World War II.)

A loaf of| rye bread ~ 3 zlotys

1 kg of butter - 35=4N zlotys.

1 kg of cbi‘fee - 30C zlotys or more.

[Eollecbo‘r's llote: Contact here comments that the prices of other articles==~
clothing,‘ underweax, etc;f;?ucted by the source do not differ from previous

Lnformati‘cn in summex 1353/

“parcels “rom abroad are invmluable. Tag ment profiteble gif'ts are still razor=blades,
coffee--especiah.ly Nestie'a coftesz, all kinds of spices, cocca, wcolen materials and
knitting wool.

some} acticn ¢f assistance should
the non-Communl‘st 1n+elligsntsra whzoh saff
J :
"A family living in YWarsaw,
at least 1200 zlotys in monmthly salaries, Bul the salaries &re not nigh, and even :
Communist dignitarisc do no* get more than gbout 2000 zlotys. \ ‘ 50X1 HUM

be organized in the West, especilally for X '
ars great poverty. 50X1 -HUM

ir order tc meilntain o oivil standard living, should earn

6 the ends mect, 50X1 -HUM'

every resourceful person tries to hold two or three Jjobs
at once and in [thiz vay 7o @

"phe women of Warsaw dress quite smortly., The great ladies of the regime get their
frocks from wne| ore and only remaining private dressmaking establishment] ] 50X1-HUM

‘ar_d from the Centre of Folk's Art (Centrala Przemyslu Ludowo

WhE-clk main=ains an eleganc dressmeking vorkshop. 50X1-HUM

Art»zs'.j.':zneﬁo) y
|

"There i1s & great shortage on tae maxrket of many egsentinl articles. From time to time
they suddenly a‘ppeur and thern diseppear agein. Toilet paper is nicknamed *'bonds’®

(Papiery Wartosciowe) in Warsaws. It 15 gc scarce and difficult to get that people are
always on the Jpokout fer 1%, and speculators buy large quantities for resale. There

can be no quest;ion of any rationing system for this item. Therefore, 1f any snop receives
an allocation, ‘the first person entering the shaop can practically buy out the whole stock.
In the streets onc seens from time tc time peoplie carrying chains of toilet-paper rolls
threaded on a string. Other pedestrians look at them without amusement, only with an

expression 2T envy.
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. Cafes
16. "Harsaw cafes (eg . The Lajkonik) are always full. They are quite attractive ﬁlaces.
But this habit o1 .pending hours at a cafe table » 50 dear to Central and Eastern
Europeans 1s gradually being eradicazted by the Communists. For the present, however,
the cafes are nice, overcrowded and not very expensive.

| Warsaw Intelligentsia

: 17. "The Pollsh wr%%er Antoni Slonimski and his wife are flourishing. They have a beautiful

| flat, earn a lo% of money--he by writing. she by painting. Tha anlw snag is thﬁt they 50X1-HUM
! cannot travel abroad ﬂ—g—eﬁ

] [ 50X1-HUM
| 18, "The poet Julian Tuwim is en absclute "millicnnaire’,

\ 4
:

w 19. "“The wi owska, 0ld, with a lot o war-paint on her sagging face 50X1-HUM '
| ﬁmumﬁ?mo an understanding vith the regime and fares quite well,

20. "The Communist writer Jan Kott, after being demoted for a while to the post of Lrofessor
of golish literature at Wroclaw University, is to return to Warsew in autumn 1953, But
nobody knows his new post,

y :

1K

- .

21, "ApaTrt from a few old names, the leaders in the press s radio, and literature of
today®s Poland are all trand new teams. Older, ron-Communist writers and Journalists
suffer poverty and hope tror some help from abroad which, unfortunately, never appears.

The intellectual classes of Polend live in most precarious conditions. Such fluxuries?
| ﬁm Wazeaw, 50X1-HUM

us owning a private car are not in the picture any more. No one
eve. from Communist circles, possessed a car of his owna
|

|
Jan Wilczek 50X1 _HUM
22, “Undpr the Communist regime personsal careers hove nothirg to do with real qualifica-

tions. It 1o the Party, and not the talents, that 'makes & man'e As an example,
consider the nomination of Jan Wilczek from Hrakow as Vice-Minister of Culture.
The man's intellectual abilities are nil. 1

nominate such a stupld and worthless man au Vice-Minister of Culture.

After the war he suddenly became an entl.usiastic
n 8 comrades Iicm %tLr Party do not understand how anyone coTld

Current VWarsaw Jokes |

23, 50X1-HUM

(a) :The Bank Square (Plac Bankowy) in Warsaw has been re-named 'Dzherzynski Square'!,
‘A woman travelling by tramway asks the zonductor:

*Is it the Bunk Square already?'

'No, he replics, it's still Dzierzymski's,'

(b) |"Anything new?' one Warsaw man asks another,
'I do aot know, the Jamming was too strong.!
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(c) The prominent Communist woman of Spein, Dolores Ibarruri - 'La Passionaria' -
came to VWarsaw for a visit. They brought her to a mass jmeeting in a workers'® !
‘ hall where she talked for two hours |in Spanish amidst the bursts of enthusiastic o
: and overwhelming appla.use,
~ *What were you all so happy about?' lone wurker was asked by & friend. ‘'Why did
you acclaim her so much? You could not understand & word of what she was sayiag.'
*Ah, answered the work‘er. 'But every few minutes she ehoutei as loudly as she
coutd: Democrazia Gronda.* 1
(Note: The word granda, in Warsavw 'slang, means ‘swindle'.)"
| end '
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